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David Sands triumphs in Scottish Grocer Awards

LEADING independent convenience store chain, Kinross-based David Sands Ltd, has
scooped four awards at the Scottish Grocer Awards — including the prestigious Industry
Achievement Award, which was presented to the Kinross-based group’s managing
director, David Sands.

The Industry Achievement Award was presented to Sands in recognition of his leadership
in building up the 24-store chain as well as his dedication to the wider grocery industry.
Sands was president of the Scottish Grocers’ Federation from 1996-1998, taking on the
role at the age of just 30.

Since then, he has developed a high profile in the grocery industry, speaking at industry
events and ensuring that David Sands Ltd remains at the forefront of innovation in the fast-
moving convenience retail marketplace.

Accrediting his family and especially his father, company chairman Lindsay Sands for his
success, as well as the inspiration he has found from others in the retail industry, he said
that independent retailers often lacked belief in their ability to compete in today’s
marketplace. “Many in our trade read constantly of the demise of the independent sector,’
he said. “I feel many lack confidence in their abilities, but | do believe that we all have the
ability to compete.

“Such is this belief that we have invested over £4 million in the last few years developing
our business. That’s putting your money where your mouth is. It’s the future that counts. |
approach the future filled with excitement and confidence, relishing the many changes to
come and looking forward to steering our company to greater success.”
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David Sands Ltd also won the new Collaborating for Success Award, which was
developed by Scotland Food & Drink, the new public/private partnership for the food and
drink industry.

The firm’s recently refurbished and extended store at Cardenden won the Neighbourhood
Store of the Year Award while the outlet in Tulloch Square, Perth was judged Milk Retailer
of the Year.

The awards were presented by TV presenter Julia Bradbury in an evening of star-studded
entertainment at the Glasgow Hilton on Thursday 13" March.

Other awards picked up on the night were:

e Cardenden — Health Initiative of the Year (Highland Commended); Food to Go Retailer
of the Year (Highly Commended); and Margaret Drummond, Employee of the Year (Highly
Commended)

e Kelty — Chilled Store of the Year (Highly Commended)

e Social Responsibility Award (Highly Commended)

ENDS

For further information, contact David Sands/Lindsay Sands on 01577
865141 or Karen Peattie on 0141 773 1801/07947 075 937
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NOTES FOR EDITORS

e David Sands Ltd was founded in Kinross in 1815

e The company currently operates 24 stores in Fife, Kinross and Perthshire:
Auchtermuchty; Bridge of Earn; Cardenden; Cowdenbeath; Crossford;
Dunfermline; Perth (5 stores); Kelty; Kennoway; Kinross, Kirkcaldy (2 stores);
Lochgelly (2 stores); Leven; Methilhill; Methil; Thornton; Strathmiglo; and
Burntisland

e Most David Sands stores sell newspapers and magazines and many outlets
offer a Post Office, in-store bakery, ATM, PayPoint and the National Lottery

e All stores are licensed to sell alcohol and all stores have a very strong fresh
foods offer

e David Sands is a former president of the Scottish Grocers’ Federation and
a director of the Nisa-Today’s group’s Central Distribution Services operation



